(51-52) Sonship Orientation

Session 51 — The Merchandise of Wisdom

We left off in our last session by looking at wisdom as a sort of spiritual money that can be used
to purchase “merchandise”. We were beginning to list some of the things that can be purchased,
the first two being:

1. A Reputation (to angels)

2. Godly Happiness

Before we continue our list, let’s read the exhortation that tells us about the merchandise which
can be purchased by the wisdom we gain through our sonship education.

Proverbs 3:13 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth
understanding. ** For the mer chandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and
the gain ther eof than fine gold. 15 She is more precious than rubies: and al the things
thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her.

Vs. 14 makesit clear that wisdom not only has the capacity for acquiring things unto yourself,
but that there are specific things to buy; thereis “merchandise” (goods, wares, commodities,
products, etc.).

Vs. 14 — Not only are there products you can buy, but you've got “gain” to be made by that
wisdom and it’s better than silver (money), and it’s better or greater gain than fine gold!

Vs. 15 takes that “Top Priority” concept from merely the acquiring of the wisdom and the
understanding and focuses upon the actual USE of that wisdom and the USE of that
understanding and treating it as the ‘ spiritual money’ that it is, and starting to make the purchases
God has designed for you to make on the basis of acquiring those things.

Now, let’s continue to point out some of some items that you will be able to purchase with this
‘spiritual money.” Thislistisin no particular order so don’t try to come to any conclusions
based on the order of things here. Y ou may have aready determined that the merchandise isn’t
of aphysical nature (sinceit’s going to have to be taken with you into your heavenly vocation)
and it’s not materia possessions (or things along those lines), because you can purchase those
things with physical silver and money and gold.

But what you' re going to be purchasing with spiritual money is spiritual commodities and
spiritual merchandise and you' re supposed to do that. In fact, you' re expected to do that.

Here is the next piece of “ Sonship Merchandise” that you can purchase with the godly wisdom
and understanding you get by means of God’ s sonship curriculum.
3. Godly Skills— one of the first things you can purchase
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We' ve already addressed the issue that you are going to be acquiring godly decision-making
skills al along the way as you go through your education into godly wisdom, justice, and
judgment, and equity.

It may not be quite as clear how that is something you can ‘purchase,” but it will become clear
when we go through Romans 12 -16. Y ou learn to be able to purchase particular skillsin
connection with how wisdom gets applied in certain situations—and how, on the basis of godly
wisdom, how one situation differs from another situation, and how it would be better to do one
thing in this situation, and to do a completely different thing in this other situation.

Here's an interesting aspect of al this. Much of what you are learning in these first 4 godly
skills of judgmental decision-making has to do with angels. We've already talked some about
what they are thinking and expecting. They know that one day, we are coming to their realm to
repossess that creature. They are watching you even now and observing all that you do. That is
especially true for those who are involved in their sonship education; the angels are paying
particular attention to them.

Asyou learn these skills you will find there are times when you will employ themin a
combination of ways, such as utilizing wisdom with justice. Thiswill alow you to dea with
fairness issues and disputes, and things that require foresight so that you can foresee the
ramifications and implications of your decisions.

Through the acquisition and practice of these godly skills you are able to buy up aposition in the
heavenly places; a higher, more demanding position for yourself. And that would be the next
piece of merchandise.

4. Position in the heavenly places

Y ou really do need to begin viewing your life here on earth as “practice” for your vocation in the
heavenly places. The godly wisdom that comes from the education along with the proper
exercise of it in the details of your life alows you to “purchase” that higher position in the
heavenly places. Again, we aren't trying to go into these in any detail, but rather we are just
listing a few of the items of merchandise that godly wisdom can purchase for us.

Asyou purchase to yourself the godly skills and by the use of those skill a higher position, then
you aso end up purchasing to yourself: Experience.

5. Experience

The kind of experience we are talking about here is experience intwo realms. Thefirstisin
connection with dealing with one another as members of the new creature. the church, the body
of Christ. The second kind of experienceisin dealing with ones who are outside that realm; that
is, those men who are not part of the body of Christ.
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Thefact is, as you deal with other people in this dispensation of grace, who are not members of
the church, the body of Christ, (in just the normal living of your daily life) you should view that
interaction as the training ground for how you will one day deal with angelic beings! (And you
should look at those situations and circumstances just like that.)

The things you are doing now in apracticing (or training) sense are meant to enable you to deal
with similar-type situations, relationships and circumstances when you get to the angelic realm
of the heavenly places. Thereisaparale between things you experience here and what you will
experience in the heavenly places. That parallel can only be appreciated and seen for what it is
by a son who has been educated in the wisdom of his Father. In the same manner, only by
thinking about your situations, circumstances, relationships, etc. the way your heavenly Father
thinks about them can you understand how your daily life becomes atraining ground for eternity.

Now | want us to turn to a couple of passages to show you that thisisn’t just some made-up “pie-
in-the-sky” type teaching. First, to demonstrate that the angels are watching you, let’sturn to |
Corinthians 4.

1 Corinthians 4:9 For | think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, asit were
appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to
men.

Before wetalk about his verse, et me point out that this should shed new light on what is
happening when we participate in the Lord stable. We are “shewing” something and it isn't to
the lost world (when we perform the Lord’ s table). Remember that terminology?

1 Corinthians 11:26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the
Lord's death till he come.

We are putting something on display; we are “shewing” something to the angels and especialy
to the fallen angels every time we observe the Lord’ s table. What we are shewing forth isthat in
the Lord’ s death, what they thought was their day of great victory was actualy their complete
undoing! That is, what was being accomplished by Christ was unknown and unanticipated by
Satan and his minions. They thought putting Christ to death would end what He was doing in
Israel but they had no idea He was making a provision for a body of Christ that would eventually
unseat his boysin the heavenly places. He was taken in his own craftiness!

Let’slook at the | Corinthians 4:9 verse again.

1 Corinthians 4:9 For | think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, asit were
appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to
men.

When you are a“spectacle” you are being seen! Y ou know what “ spectacles’ are, don’t you?
They are glasses that allow you to see. Who does Paul say we are made a spectacle to? To the
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world, to angels and to men. Thereis more to say about us being made a spectacle but we will
have opportunity later on to revisit this passage and see the details of it. For now, | want to take
you further into | Corinthians to chapter 6.

Let’s get acontext. The Corinthians had gone through the first phase of the first level of their
sonship and then they ran into a host of problems. Paul writes to straighten out many of these
issues. One of these being that the Corinthians were having problems in their assembly and
instead of solving it within that assembly, they were taking the matter down to the courtrooms of
the city. The problem with that is that they were settling matters in the secular world’s court
which decided matters according to the wisdom of thisworld. What else would a court of the
world do? But isone of theissues Paul was upset about. Look at his terminology regarding this.

1 Corinthians 6:1 Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law before the
unjust, and not before the saints?

Did you catch that opening phrase? “Dare any of you...!” Why does Paul react so strongly
about this? It isbecause heis reacting to thisin view of this purchasing power in their skill and
experience. In other words, here was a golden opportunity to gain some experience for their
godly vocation in the heavenly places and they threw it away! It isn’'t just about being “a bad
witness,” it’s about “blown opportunity.” Now, look at the verse that follows.

1 Corinthians 6:2 Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world
shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters?

I wish we had the time to go through this book of I Corinthians in more detail, but now is not the
time. If wedid, | would show you how that when Paul usesthe term “world” here, heis not
referring to the earth, but to the “world” in which the creature resides; the celestial world! Here
again isthe precision of the text to not use “earth” but instead to use “world.”

Let metry to put thisin perspective for you. Paul knows that by taking these legal matters out of
the realm of the intelligent son’s decision-making skills and sticking them into the very
competing wisdom that seeks to overthrow godly wisdom, they are wasting opportunity after
opportunity to develop the kind of godly skill and get the godly experience that is supposed to
one day make it so that they can “judge the world” and “judge angels!” Listen, this should put
an entirely different perspective on your entirelifel  Now, look at the next verse.

1 Corinthians 6:3 Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that
pertain to thislife?

Here was an opportunity for the “wise” in the assembly to put to use some sonship skillsto show
justice, foresight and fairness and to set this situation aright. The very context tells you that in
putting those godly skillsinto practice you are rehearsing for doing the very same things with
angelsl Why else would Paul even bring them into the context?

Page 4 of 16



(51-52) Sonship Orientation

1 Corinthians 6:5 | speak to your shame. Isit so, that thereis not a wise man among you?
no, not one that shall be able to judge between his brethren?

The Corinthians should have |ooked at this as training ground for one day dealing with issuesin
the heavenly places. Out there, we will be dealing with beings which has different kind of nature
than we have. By our very nature, we are familiar with humans beings, but we are not familiar
with angels by nature. They areintellectual beings, but they have adifferent nature and they
think differently. Y ou can observe this different kind of thinking from time to time as you
observe things written in the Bible.

But getting back to the Corinthians, what they should have understood was there are some things
that they can learn that actually gives them insight into how the angelic realm thinks!

Y ou are going to discover that in your own sonship life, especially as you advance, you' re going
to be up against the thinking of some diabolical angels, and at the same time, you’ re going to be
viewed by some other angels that are on God’s side. Even though you’ re going to be up against
angels that are on Satan’s side (fallen angels), they are still angelic beings, and still possess that
basic aspect of their nature that isin common with the angels that are on God’ s side.

Just as there’s a measure of commonness between the way the humans spirit of alost man
functions and the human spirit of ajustified member of the body of Christ, the same appliesin
the angelic realm.

And whilethisis not the time in which we will delve into all the details of it, one of the things
that you and | are able to acquire, (skill-wise & experience-wise) when it comes to dealing with
the Adversary and his Policy of Evil, is some insight into the way in which angel's think!

The Corinthians should have ‘jumped’ on this opportunity to put their godly wisdom into effect
to settle these things amongst themselves! (seevs. 5) In much the same way, your Heavenly
Father islooking for how you are going to gain from His wisdom in order to acquire the skills
and experience so that you can wisely handle your spiritual money and spiritual wealth.

Y ou need to realize that, by the way you're told about the value and ‘ purchasing power’ of your
godly wisdom, which you get in this sonship Education, you’ re not just getting an education or
getting wisdom or getting doctrine just to ‘sit onit’. You're acquiring the wisdom and making it
that “Top Priority,” you’re buying up the needful items that you will make full use of in eternity.
And you do that not just by getting wisdom, but applying it in your everyday life.

Before we move back to the Proverbs passage and note the next piece of merchandise, | want
you to have something else to think about. Thiswisdom is not a singular wisdom, if | can
accurately stateit that way. What | mean is, that thiswisdom is not just about knowing what is
right and what iswrong. It is more than being able to identify good and evil. But it involves you
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being able to take a very complex situation and properly evaluate every part of it and by
combining various decision-making skills, come up with the best possible answer.

To giveit to you another way, it is not just the “wisdom” of knowing that God is using us to
repossess the heavenly places unto Himself. Heis doing that and there is a measure of wisdom
in knowing that, but that is only the most basic aspect of what this education provides for us.
Beyond that, we are to aso have some “understanding” that leads us to know that are equipped
to do that by the wisdom with which we purchase to ourselves godly decision-making skills that
enable us to sort through very complex decisions and accomplish the reconciliation of the
heavenly places.

When you come to understand that, then you realize that just as Proverbs 3:15 states, that thereis
nothing in thislife that you could possibly own (possession-wise, commodity-wise, material-
wise, etc.) that can compare with the things you need and are to purchase right now and possess
right now that are of a spiritual nature and that are going to be taken with you into your eterna
vocation yet to come.

This kind of wealth that you acquirein thislife not only can be taken with you, but God has
actually designed for you to take it with you. And if you don’t take it with you, you are going to
wish you had gotten it and had it with you when you stand at the Judgment Seat of Christ!

The nextiteminour listis;
6. Prudence

This has to do with having the capacity to see how decisions you render or the things you are
going to be managing in the operations of your Father are going to play out over aperiod of time.
It deals with things that require forethought and the capacity to think beyond the ‘ here and now’
and foresee the ramifications and implications of decisions you make in the management of the
Father’s affairs. Prudenceis amore highly refined skill than most people think. To have godly
prudence is beyond making right decisions, but brings into account how thiswill play out far into
the future.

Now, I’m going to list some things that often times are used in a negative or bad sense (because
there' s often times carnality associated with them), but these are some things God has designed
to be produced in us and purchased by us that are to be used in agodly sense by the effectual
working of our sonship education.

7. Respect

Just to briefly talk about this, because of what those angels see in you, while you are acquiring
your sonship education, they will have a measure of respect for you before you are ever placed in
your position in the heavenly places. They have heard of you and they know some things about
you and they are anticipating what you are going to be doing.
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Thisissueis going to be touched on in the book of Romans, but primarily, this hasto do with
your Level 11 sonship education whereby you begin to make an impact upon the heavenly places
and you are informed that you have your “conversation in heaven”. That means that thisis dealt
with fully in Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians.

By this, I'm not saying that thisisthe first timeit will come up. We will seeit introduced in
Romans, brought up again in 2 Corinthians, again in Galatians and next in Ephesians 2 and again
in Ephesians 4 and finally in Philippians 1.

The pointisthat in Level 11 of your sonship education, and you get to the point where you are to
“walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called” (Eph. 4:1), you are at that point able to
generate RESPECT in the angelic realm for the effectual working of God’'s word in you, for the
genius of what God has designed, and the genius of what God has produced as those angelic
beings see all those skillsthat are being acquired and purchased up by you as being the very
things that are necessary for the creature to function asit was deigned to function in the first
placel!

Although most of the Christian world will deny the power of godliness working in you, (deny the
power of this sonship curriculum to produce godliness[I1 Tim. 3:5]) the angels will have great
respect for the effectual working of God’ s sonship curriculum and sonship education working
within you. And that’s acommodity or merchandise that is better than silver and more precious
than rubies that you can purchase to yourself. The “Christian” world has already substituted
something else for the sonship curriculum so when you talk about this, it looks like you are “out
of the mainstream,” some “Johnny-come-lately,” or amember of some kind of cult that has
deviated from the majority consensus of how to “grow in grace” or “maturein Christ”.

While the world at large and the Christian world in particular will have o respect for true godly
edifying, the angels have no respect for anything but godly edification. Only the display of
godly wisdom as aresult of the effectua working of God’s word in you can earn the respect of
God'sangels. In fact, that respect resounds throughout the heavenly places and even though you
may not totally understand all about it at this point, but that respect is an important issue to your
operation in the heavenly places.

The next piece of merchandise which can be purchased by you, we have already mentioned, but
we have not listed it as such:
8. Angelic Thinking

| think we' ve already said enough about this so that we can just move on to the next item which
is:
9. Trustworthiness
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Asyou begin to properly function as part of alocal assembly of believers, edifying one another,
putting your sonship into practice, you will “purchase” to yourself Trustworthiness asit will be
viewed by your fellow members.

Not only members of the local assembly, but there is atrustworthiness n the part of the angelic
beings as they take notice of your ability to do al that is necessary to function in your position in
the heavenly places. They are watching you as you get your education, as that word effectually
works in you to produce all the components of godliness, as you become skilled through practice
of your sonship skills and they have confidence in who you are becoming, and that is
Trustworthiness. They know that you will be able to do exactly what ought to be done. That is
why they are “waiting for the manifestation of the sons of God!”

Romans 8:19 For the ear nest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation
of the sons of God.

Thereis an “earnest expectation” which means there is emotion involved in your manifestation.
Actually, thisis going to get more developed in as you become aLevel 2 son, but | cantell you
that the issue of your walk being “perfected” in Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians. Those
angels are looking for the effectual working of the word in you, they are looking for you putting
it to use, for you purchasing the things you will need in eternity and for you becoming skilled
and competent in the curriculum —and all of these things develop in those angel s and measure of
trust in your ability to “captain the ship” so to speak.

Even though thisisapartia ligt, it isthese kinds of “merchandise” that becomes part of your
“conversation in heaven”.

Philippians 3:20 For our conver sation isin heaven; from whence also we look for the
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:

This phrase “conversation isin heaven” is very misunderstood today. Most preachers have been
taught to correct the word or restranslate the word to “citizenship.” Typical. | will tell you that
the issue of your conversation being in heaven cannot be properly understood outside the realm
of sonship education and the development of it.

Look, if you change that word to citizenship, all you have doneisto say that you are one day
going to heaven. Who didn’t already know that? Y ou didn’t advance anything in your education
with that change.

That conversation means you are the topic of heavenly talking points. When we get over to
Philippians to see this verse in earnest, then you will see from the context that thisis exactly
what is meant by this.
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WEéll, thisis enough for now. | think you get some idea of the kind of merchandise that you will
be able to purchase. | know you still have questions and you should. But | am not going to talk
about how you actually make your purchase until we first get you some “money”!

Now, don’t lose sight of how we got here. We have been discussing the 3 measures of ason’s
commitment to his education. Before we get away from this and move on, | want to take you
back into Isradl’ s program to when the Lord Jesus Christ was on the earth conducting His earthly
ministry. Our purpose in doing so isto show you all 3 of these measures of commitment in the
Lord Jesus Himself.

It should not surprise you that He would have the same things that you are supposed to have
because He also was a Son that “grew iswisdom and in stature.” Hetook no short cut. He went
through the education and had it effectually work in Him to produce godliness. That isto say,
what the Lord Jesus learned enabled Him to “think, live and labor” with His Father on this earth.

And just to show you how important these measures of commitment are, the purchase of
wisdom’s merchandise will only take place when you have first of all committed to your sonship
education to the degree of all 3 Measures: 1) Honest Attendance; 2) Interactive Learning; and 3)
The Top Priority.

Concerning that last measure, you should realize that as you get along in your sonship life, the
Adversary will hammer away at this issue of your sonship education being The Top Priority of
your life. Hewill do this by his utilization of both the course of this world [the evil man] and his
Policy of Evil [the strange woman]. He will oppose this measure and attempt to make it so you
start putting other things on par with thistop priority. Thisisfor the purpose of relegating it to
just one of many other priorities, so that you not view it as you were exhorted by your Father; so
that * nothing you can desire is to be compared unto her’.

Now, | want to show you that the Bible actually records these 3 Measures all happening to a
‘Son’ who is beginning His sonship education and that Son is the Lord Jesus Christ.

The One who most exemplified the Commitment to Sonship Learning in His life was the Lord
Jesus Christ. Hopefully you recognize that when you’ re over herein Luke' s gospel, you are
back in “time past” in God' s program with Israel. Even though that is true, what we' re going to
be looking at is beneficial for us as adopted sons in this dispensation of grace because, the basic
format or pattern for sonship education is the same no matter what program you arein. The
doctrinal context that is contained hereis, of course, different from ours. Their doctrineis going
to be according to their program. But we aren’t looking for the doctrine but the measures of
commitment given by the exhortation and the exhortations hold for both programs.

Whileit is avery misunderstood and misconstrued issue in the minds of many (even among
other saints that do ‘rightly divide’ God’s word properly) the Lord Jesus Christ did receive the
adoption as a Son from His heavenly Father. They teach that Jesus adoption didn’t kick-in until
the issue of Psalm 2 was in effect; when He was “ seated at the right hand of the Father.” What
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they fail to observe isthat there is a difference between being “adopted” as a son and then being
“installed” and “presented” asa Son. Those al happen at various times.

Thetruth s, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself went through all of the features that pertain to sonship
and more than that, He functioned perfectly and flawlessly in connection with every one of them.
When He was on the earth, He could hold the Psalms and Proverbsin His hands. He looked at
the exact same table of contents that we look at. How amazing is that!

Aswe turn to Luke 2, we're going to be looking at is some information

in connection with His perfect and proper functioning as an adopted son at the very stage in His
learning that you would find yourself when the exhortation of Proverbs 2:1-5 kicksin and comes
into play. That tells you that the Lord Jesus had to examine the same 3 commitment measures
that we have been looking at.

What we are about to see is that from the moment He received notification from His Father that
He had now received the adoption of sons, and in connection with that notification, and with
respect to the Father establishing Him as the Son that He is, and going over with Him the
Measures of Commitment to the sonship learning that He is going to be engaged in, from the
moment that took place, the Lord’ s response was perfect, (His attitude was perfect), and in
perfect keeping with a son’s expected commitment to getting his sonship education.

WEe're going to see here the description of theissue of the Lord’s 1) Honest Attendance; the issue
of His 2) Interactive Learning; and how He made it 3) The Top Priority of Hislife. Now bear in
mind that this single chapter covers a number of years of the Lord’ s life, beginning with His birth
(vs. 6) and ending with Him at 12 years of age (vs. 42).

Luke 2:39 And when they had performed al things according to the law of the Lord,
they returned into Galileeg, to their own city Nazareth. 40 And the child grew, and waxed
strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him.

Verse40isavery brief glimpse of His development between the time He was a baby to the time
of thistrip to Jerusalem when He is 12.

Luke 2:41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover.

2 And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the
feast. ** And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried
behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it. ** But they, supposing
him to have been in the company, went a day's journey; and they sought him among their
kinsfolk and acquaintance. *° And when they found him not, they turned back again to
Jerusalem, seeking him. “¢ And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the
temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions.
" And al that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers. * And when
they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus
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dealt with us? behold, thy father and | have sought thee sorrowing. *° And he said unto
them, How isit that ye sought me? wist ye not that | must be about my Father's business?
> And they understood not the saying which he spake unto them. ** And he went down
with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all
these sayingsin her heart. °> And Jesusincreased in wisdom and stature, and in favour
with God and man.

Verse 52 isagreat synopsis of asonwho is“well pleasing.” Now, let’s go back through this
passage and break it down abit.

Luke 2:41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover.
42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the
feast.

L] “

Jesus' parents were under the law in Isragl’s “time past” program, therefore, they were being
obedient to go to Jerusalem on the feast day. There were 3 feast days every year that required a
visit to Jerusalem to celebrate them. Thiswas the “feast of passover” which was one of the
three. (The other 2 being Pentecost and Tabernacles).

Invs. 42, Jesus age gets brought up. There are only about 3 times that Jesus' age comesup in
the Bible and you can be sure than when it does, it for avery particular reason. The reason his
age gets brought up here is because 12 years of age, especially in the Hebrew world, was the age
of adoption.

Because 12 was an accepted age for adoption, Joseph had probably begun to educate Jesus
concerning carpentry; his business. And no doubt, this was also the time in which the heavenly
Father made Jesus aware that He is now going to begin going through the curriculum to educate
Jesus in His business. That training would ultimately end when Jesus became 30 years of age
when He would be afully educated Son. At that time, John the Baptist would break the 400
years of silence and Jesus would begin His earthly ministry, and all of that isin view and begins
right here in Luke 2 when Jesus is adopted as a Son.

Luke 2:43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesustarried
behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it.

Jesus “tarried behind” for areason. He's not just there playing with some other kids in the back
aleys of Jerusalem and just wasting time (playing baseball or anything along those lines—or just
sneaking away from His parents and being a ‘ naughty boy’).

No, He tarries behind in connection with His sonship and it being the driving matter on His mind
now! (At 12 yrs. old)! His understanding of who He is as an adopted Son of His heavenly Father
is now the most prominent matter on His mind!
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Luke 2:44 But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went aday's journey;
and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. 45 And when they found
him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him. 46 And it came to pass, that
after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both
hearing them, and asking them questions.

Now, they are aday’ sjourney out so they are also aday’ s journey back. Then, vs. 46 says that
after 3 daysthey found Him. But does the 3 days include the 2 days of travel or do you have 2
days of travel and 3 days of looking for Him in Jerusalem making atotal of 5 days? Either way,
they lost the Messiah for at least 3 days; I'll let you decide about that.

Luke 2:48 And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him,
Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and | have sought thee
sorrowing. 49 And he said unto them, How isit that ye sought me? wist ye not that | must
be about my Father's business?

He saysthis (vs. 49) to them as if He expected that they should have known all about this and
really it should have ‘clicked’ in their mind in view of the fact that He's now 12 years old and
the adoption of sons has taken place. Hereisaquestion for you, if Jesus was going to get
involved in His Father’ s business, where, in all theland of Israel, would that business be
conducted? In Jerusalem, of course! And not only in Jerusalem, but at the temple!

His heavenly Father’ s businessis now taking priority status for Jesus. His Father’s businessis
the issue of getting ready for the dealing with apostate Israel, as apostate Israel is going to be
dealt with when the announcement of the climatic stage of the program is made to the nation,
beginning with John the Baptist.

The Lord is now getting ready to participate in His Father’ s business and that means that He's
now going to be actively participating in His sonship education for that business. What I'm
hoping is that you are beginning to see why this account is even included in your Bible in the
first place. Itisn’'tfiller and God isn't just reminiscing. Thisisin there for areason and it has to
do with the very issue we are discussing; Sonship.

What we' re especially after in this passageisfound in vv. 47-47, for what is said there setsforth
all 3 Components or al 3 Measures of His commitment to His sonship education.

Luke 2:46 And it cameto pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting
in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions.

Jesus' parents found Him in the temple, but look “where” in the temple. Heis“sitting in the
midst of the doctors.” No, who are the “doctors?’ The “doctors’ are among the teaching
leadership of Israel. They were the very ones who had been entrusted by God to dispense the
word of God to the people of Israel and to dispense it with understanding.
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We don't ever talk about the Greek, but | want to show you something here. The term translated
“doctors’ is“didaskalos’. It most often thought of as a “teacher” even though it istranslated
“Master” more times than any other word. But thisisthe only timeit is tranglated “doctor” and
you should expect by now that thereis precision to that word. And of course, all the other
tranglations use the word “teacher”. I'll show you shortly why thisis abig deal.

It's very important that the word doctor is used here—if you have some perception of what a
doctor is—and how important that issue of a doctor relates to a son and his sonship education.

Theword “doctor” hasitsrootsin the word “doctrine.” A “doctor” is one who isthoroughly or
fully “indoctrinated”. Doctrine is abody of information that materially affects the way you
think; it isn’t just “teaching.” Doctrine affects your thinking, which, in turn, affects your living
in the details of your life, which dictates how you spend your time (how you “labor”) in your
life. That is, doctrine touches all 3 areas of godliness!

Being indoctrinated is more than just having a head full of information. Therefore, when you
talk about a doctor (and thisiswhere it fits in to the issue of sonship education), no matter what
field the doctor isin, when a person is bestowed with the degree of “doctor” heis not only
thoroughly understanding of all of the details of his discipline in an academic way, but heis
actually able to understand how it all fits into the wholeness of a person’s being and how any
given circumstance or situation can be viewed properly in light of hisdiscipline or field of study.

For example, a medical doctor isn’t just a person who has a complete, academic understanding of
the body, but in addition to that, he has the capacity to guide and counsel a person in light of
how other things (stress, changes in environment, family history, what occupation you have,
eating habits, and so forth) will impact his medical treatment for the whole of your being.

In view of that, when you're talking about these doctors in Israel who were entrusted with the
dispensing of God’ s word, they were supposed to be ones not only with a keen, fully devel oped
academic understanding and appreciation of God’' s word, but they were aso to be skilled to deal
with issues of conduct and behavior and the proper, healthy, godly use of the wisdom of God's
word.

The word “doctor” does occur 2 other timesin your Bible but it is adifferent word
(nomodidaskalos). The “nomo” prefix means “the law”. So these guys were “doctors of the
law.” But you don’'t need to the Greek to know that, the text itself will tell you that. Let’sgo to
Acts5tolook at this.

Acts 5:12 And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought
among the people; (and they were all with one accord in Solomon's porch. *° There came
also amultitude out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and
them which were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed every one. 17 Then
the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him, (which is the sect of the
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Sadducees,) and were filled with indignation, 18 And laid their hands on the apostles, and
put them in the common prison. 19 But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison
doors, and brought them forth, and said, 20 Go, stand and speak in the temple to the
people all the words of this life. ** And when they heard that, they entered into the temple
early in the morning, and taught. But the high priest came, and they that were with him,
and called the council together, and all the senate of the children of Israel, and sent to the
prison to have them brought. % But when the officers came, and found them not in the
prison, they returned, and told, % Saying, The prison truly found we shut with all safety,
and the keepers standing without before the doors: but when we had opened, we found no
man within. ?* Now when the high priest and the captain of the temple and the chief
priests heard these things, they doubted of them whereunto this would grow. 2 Then
came one and told them, saying, Behold, the men whom ye put in prison are standing in
the temple, and teaching the people. 26 Then went the captain with the officers, and
brought them without violence: for they feared the people, lest they should have been
stoned. 27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council: and the
high priest asked them, 28 Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not
teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend
to bring this man's blood upon us. 29 Then Peter and the other apostles answered and
said, We ought to obey God rather than men. 30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus,
whom ye slew and hanged on atree. 31 Him hath God exalted with hisright hand to be a
Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we
are hiswitnesses of these things,; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to
them that obey him. 33 When they heard that, they were cut to the heart, and took counsel
to slay them.

Now you have the context. What we are really after isfound in the versesto follow.

Acts 5:34 Then stood there up onein the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor
of the law, had in reputation among al the people, and commanded to put the apostles
forth alittle space; 35 And said unto them, Y e men of Israel, take heed to yourselves
what ye intend to do as touching these men. 36 For before these days rose up Theudas,
boasting himself to be somebody; to whom a number of men, about four hundred, joined
themselves: who was slain; and all, as many as obeyed him, were scattered, and brought
to nought. 37 After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days of the taxing, and drew
away much people after him: he also perished; and all, even as many as obeyed him, were
dispersed. 38 And now | say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if
this counsel or thiswork be of men, it will come to nought: 39 But if it be of God, ye
cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God. 40 And to him they
agreed: and when they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they commanded that
they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 And they departed from
the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for
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his name. 42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and
preach Jesus Christ.

An interesting side note is that Gamaliel was Paul’ sinstructor. Verse 34 says he was a “ doctor
of thelaw.” Just to illustrate the kind of thinking that should accompany a“doctor,” look at how
he approaches the problem. By the way, the men listed by name in vv. 36 and 37 both claimed
to be Isragl’s Messiah. (See Josephus, Jewish Antiquities) Asyou know, many after Jesus had
made the same claim.

Even as recent as the trandating of the KJV a man earned a doctorate after alifetime of study,
not in just afew years. What | am trying to do hereis give you an idea of the kind of people that
Jesus put Himself in the midst of. They were “doctors.”

Luke 2:46 And it cameto pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting
in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions.

These doctors (even though they are corrupt) were the proper one Jesus would naturally seek out
and place himsdlf in their midst because they are the ones who are entrusted with dispensing
God' sword in Israel. Not only that, but they are also the ones who, above al others, should be
able to instruct a son according to his sonship education and edification!

If there was ever aplace that a son could go to be educated in Isragl’ s sonship education, it
should have been in Jerusalem, at the temple and it should have been by the doctors. So, the first
thing the Lord does is to put the 1st Measure of Sonship Learning into practice: HE ATTENDS
CLASSand HEATTENDSIT HONESTLY! That’swhy vs. 46 says, He's “sitting in the midst
of the doctors’. In other words, He didn’t just show up late, and grab a chair and put it put
against the back wall near the exit so asto make a hasty getaway.

He, by Hisvery physical presencein the class, hasn't just put himself on the perimeter and is just
there marginally (so to speak). On the contrary, He has chosen a seat in the midst of class. He's
chosen a seat where His attendance is going to be noticed and can’t be missed. By placing
Himself in the midst of the individuals who are entrusted with the teaching of the word of God,
He' s going to be able to hear every word they say; He' s going to be able to look at them * eyeball
to eyebal’. Andinall that, you can’t get a better picture of Honest Attendance.

He' s not just there, He' sthere TO HEAR. He'sin the very position where He can ‘incline his
ear unto their wisdom’ and He can *apply His heart’ to their understanding. That’s why (:46)
states the 2 things it does about the Lord’ s attendance in class.

WEe're going to take this up in our next session, but before we end, | have a question for you. If
you notice in vs. 46 it says that Jesus wasn't just sitting in the midst, but He was “asking them
guestions.” In our old “systematic theology” days, we would have never thought that Jesus
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needed to ask them any questions. So here is your homework assignment: why was Jesus asking
them questions? We'll see the answer next time.
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